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Please add the following new claims: 



34. A non-woven loop fabric for engaging hooks in a hook-and-loop fastener, the 
fabric having a basis weight of less than about 2 ounces per square yard and comprising 

a stretched, non-woven mat of fibers entangled at knots therein, the mat having a front 
side and 

free-standing and spaced-apart loop structures extending at least from the front side of the 
mat from the knots in the mat, said structures defining hook-engageable loops and corresponding 
associated knots, 

the mat being stabilized in a condition of at least 20 percent areal stretch. 

35. The loop fabric of claim 34 wherein the mat is stabilized in a condition of at least 
50 percent areal stretch. 

36. The loop fabric of claim 34 wherein the mat is stabilized in a condition of at least 
1 00 percent areal stretch. 



37. The loop fabric of claim 34 wherein at least some of the knots of the mat are 
secured to resist relative fiber motion therein and further stretching of the fabric. 

38. The loop fabric of claim 37 further comprising a binder to secure the fibers of the 
loop structures at their associated knots. 

39. The loop fabric of claim 38 wherein the binder is solidified, fluid-applied binder. 

40. The loop fabric of claim 38 comprising between about 20 and 40 percent binder, 
by weight. 

41 . The loop fabric of claim 38 wherein the binder is selected from the group 
consisting of acrylics, urethanes, polyvinyls, formaldehydes, glyoxals and epoxies. 
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42. The loop fabric of claim 38 wherein the binder comprises a fire-retardant 
material. 

43. The loop fabric of claim 38 wherein the binder comprises polymer filaments 
entangled among said fibers, said filaments being at least partially melted to encapsulate said 
knots. 

44. The loop fabric of claim 3 8 wherein the binder forms a backing that is adapted to 
be welded to a substrate. 

45. The loop fabric of claim 34 wherein at least some of the loop structures each 
comprise multiple loops emanating from a common fiber knot. 

46. The loop fabric of claim 34 having an overall thickness, including the mat and a 
majority of the loop structures, of less than about 0. 150 inch. 



47. The loop fabric of claim 34 wherein the loops extend to an average loop height 
from their associated entanglements, measured as the perpendicular distance from the mat, of 
between about 0.020 and 0.060 inch. 

48. The loop fabric of claim 47 wherein the fabric has an overall thickness, including 
the mat and a majority of the loop structures, and wherein the average loop height is between 
about 0.5 and 0.6 times the overall thickness of the fabric. 

49. The loop fabric of claim 34 having a knot density of between about 50 and 1000 
knots per square inch of mat. 



50. The loop fabric of claim 49 having a knot density of between about 100 and 600 
knots per square inch of mat. 
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51. The loop fabric of claim 50 having a knot density of between about 1 50 and 300 
knots per square inch of mat. 



52. The loop fabric of claim 34 wherein the fibers generally have a tenacity of at least 
2.8 grams per denier. 



53. The loop fabric of claim 34 wherein the fibers generally have a tenacity of at least 
5 grams per denier. 



54. The loop fabric of claim 53 wherein the fibers generally have a tenacity of at least 
8 grams per denier. 



55. The loop fabric of claim 34 wherein the loops of the loop structures extend from 
the mat to varied heights to form a multi-level arrangement of hook-engageable loops 

56. The loop fabric of claim 34 wherein at least some of the loop structures each 
comprise 

a common, elongated trunk portion extending from the mat from an associated knot and 
multiple loops extending from the trunk portion. 

57. The loop fabric of claim 34 wherein the loop structures generally each comprise 
three or more hook-engageable loops. 

58. The loop fabric of claim 34 wherein the fibers are generally of 15 denier or less. 

59. The loop fabric of claim 34 wherein the fibers are generally of 8 denier or less. 

60. The loop fabric of claim 34 wherein the fibers are crimped at a crimp density of at 
least about 7 crimps per inch. 
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61 The loop fabric of claim 34 wherein the fibers are of a material selected from the 
group constating of polyester, polyurethane, polypropylene, polyethylene, nylon, homopolymers 
mixtures, copolymers, alloys or coextrusions thereof and natural fibers. 




62. 

milligrams. 

63. 

milligrams. 
64. 



The loop fabric of claim 34 having a Gurley stiffness of less than about 



The loop fabric of claim 62 having a Gurley stiffness of less than about 



300 



100 



A loop product for hook-and-loop fastening, comprising 
a stretched, non-woven fabrtc of entangled fibers having front and back surfaces the 
front surface havtng exposed, through-forced loops of satd fibers extendtng therefrom capable of 
being engaged by a hook-type fasteners, and 

a binder secnring the fibers a. the back surface of the fabric to resist further elongation of 
the fabric. 



and stabilizing the fabric in a state of at least 20 



percent areal stretch. 



65. A loop product for hook-and-loop fastening, comprising 

a stretched, non-woven fabric of entangled fibers having front and back surfaces the 

front and back surfaces havtng exposed, through-forced loops of satd fibers extending therefrom 

capable of being engaged by hook-type fasteners, 

a binder securing the fibers to resist further elongation of the fabric, 
and stabilizing the fabric in a state of at least 20 percent areal stretch. 

66. A hook-and-loop fastener, comprising 

the loop component or loop product, respectively of claim 1 or 34 and 
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a hook potion having an array of hooking elements extending from a sheet-form base 
the hooktng eiements constructed ,„ engage the hook-engageable loops of the loop component or 
loop product to form a releasable fastening. 



67. The hook-and-loop fastener of claim 66 having an overall thickness, 
at rest, of about 0.075 inch or less. 



, engaged and 



68. The hook-and-loop fastener of claim 67 having an overall thickness 
at rest, of about 0.050 inch or less. 



, engaged and 



69. A substrate comprising 
a surface layer of thermoplastic material and 

_ ^ l0 ° P C ° mP0nent " l0 ° P Pr ° duct of daim 1 or 34, respectively, at least some of the 
fibers of the fabnc of the loop component or loop product opposite the hook-engageable loops 
encapsulated within the layer of thermoplastic material. 

70. A package comprising 

a first closure portion comprising the loop component or loop product of claim' 1 6 or 34 
respectively; and 

a second closure portion having a hook product comprising an array of hooking elements 
ex.end.ng from . sheet . form ^ , he ^ ^ ^ ^ 

loops of the loop component or loop product to hold the package in an open or closed position. 

71 The package of claim 70 wherein the loop component or loop product and the 
hook product have a combined overal. thickness, engaged aud at res,, of less than about 0 075 
inch. 



A disposable article of clothing comprising 
loop component or loop product of claim 1 or 34, respectively, and 
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releasable fastenmg ,o retain the article of clothing on a wearer 

™. The disposable article of clothing of Catm 72 compristng a surgical gown. 
The disposable article of clothing of claim 72 comprising a diaper. 

71 The disposable article of clothing of Cairn 72 wherein the fabric comprises a 
binder forming a water-resistant liner. comprises a 

resne , ^ ^ " ^ """^ '° 0P C ° mP ° neM " >°°<> ^ <* » 1 or 34 
respecttvely, constructed to intercept and filter a flow of air. 

^mprisllhe™ 

forming a batt of loose, staple fibers; 

entangling lhe fibers t0 produM , „„_ ^ 

w.h loops of some of the fibers extending from a, leas, one s,de of the fabric. 

subse q ue„„y stretching the fabric to a state of at leas, 20 percent areal'stretch to tighten 
the entanglements to form knots g 



and binding the knots to hold the fabric 



in its stretched state. 



78. 



forming a batt of loose, staple fibers; 

forcmg some of said fibers through the bat,, thereby entangling the fibers t0 produce , 
~ fabtic of fibers .oined a, e„,a„g,eme„,s, and also .hereby for rai „g fibrou £ 
extending from one side of the fabric; 

coating a, leas, some of the e„,a„g,eme„,s of the fabric w,,h a fluid binder; and 
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subsequently stretching the fabric to a state of at least 9n 

the entanglements to form knot, th k- , ^ ^ ^ t0 d S hten 

t0 t0rm knots > the bl "der adapted to solidify and hold th. re- 
state. y ana nold tne fa bnc in its stretched 



79- The method of claim 78 wherein the batt is through- 



punched with needles. 



D 



needing ,„e ba«« „ ,ea St . second tlme ^ , needle . punching ^ 



P and needled said subsequent time 

-4 direction. ' "~ ™" u uirera °n opposite the first 



m a second direction, the second direction 



in a 



.e M JIu0„?:r OdOfCfa78Where,nlhefabr ' CiS — — 
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